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Kathi M. Vaughn-Malpress, Ed.D.,
Founder, President & CEO
ESE/ Education Consultant/ Coach
Draft

		
Black History Celebration Oratorial Contest 2021

Oratorical Forms & Guidelines

2021 Theme: “The Black Family: Representation, Identity, and Diversity”

Attn:  All Applications must be post marked by Wednesday Feb. 10, 2021
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Preliminary Oratorical is a Virtual Presentation
(See Oratorical Guidelines)

Zoom Webinar Presentation Date: Feb. 27, 2021

Application Deadline Extended – February 12, 2021
Initial Video Submission Due – February 17, 2021
Final Video Submission Date – Feb. 23, 2021

















ORATORICAL COMPETITION PARTICIPATION FORM

*To participate in the Oratorical Competition, this form must be completed and submitted Saturday, January 30, 2021 to The Optimus Literacy Institute of America, Inc at: theliteracyinstitute@gmail.com 

ATTN: It is important that all Parent(s) of Contestants read and review the qualification requirements and guidelines BEFORE submitting this form to ensure and confirm Contestant’s commitment and participation. 
     

Participant’s Name:    Click here to enter text.  

Birth date:   Click here to enter text.             Grade:  Click here to enter text.  

Parent(s) Name:    Click here to enter text.   

Best contact telephone number:  Click here to enter text.

[bookmark: Check1]|_|  Elementary  (ages 8 - 12) **             |_| Middle School (ages 13 - 15)   	|_| High School (ages 16 - 19)
(Check one)

Teen Advisor’s Name:     Click here to enter text.
 
Teen Advisor’s Telephone Number:  Click here to enter text.


Please return this form to:
Shawntrell L. Frederick
Executive Assistant
Oratorical Form

frederickshawntrell@gmail.com



ORATORICAL COMPETITION RULES

The TOLIA Oratorical Competition will be completed in two phases. The first phase of the competition will require submission of a Preliminary Oratorical Virtual Presentation 3 - 4 minutes in length. The visual quality must be good, i.e.; cell phone or Movie Maker App. The final phase of the competition will be submission of an enhanced version of the original presentation.  Everyone must be registered by the deadline.  The Virtual Presentation must be completed to move to the 2nd phase. 

THE JUDGES DECISIONS ARE FINAL AT BOTH LEVELS.

PHASE I:
Oratorical participants of each ASALH Chapter will participate in Preliminary and Final competition. A panel of competent, non-partisan judges will select winners at each level.  Parents of participating contestants may not act as judges.  The Preliminary Winners will compete in the Final Oratorical Contest.

Speeches should reflect ASALH’s Black History Theme “The Black Family: Representation, Identity, and Diversity”.  The current ASALH Black History Month Festival has free programs on ASALHTV of YouTube or one can go to www.ASALH.org to see the schedule of programs.  We recommend knowledge of Dr. Carter G. Woodson’s book The Mis-Education of the Negro or any works of Dr. Woodson as the founder of Black History.  Subjects are to be researched, prepared, and developed ONLY by the participating contestants.  Tolia will assign coaches (optional) or ASALH branches may use coaches of their own choice in preparation for the FINAL competition.  Dress and appearance should be appropriate for the final video.  Remember this is a competition.

Videos should be emailed to
 Shawntrell L. Frederick
Executive Assistant
Oratorical Form

frederickshawntrell@gmail.com

Emails with videos should be copied to theliteracyinstitute@gmail.com and anita.shepherd@yahoo.com


Speech/Spoken Word Guidelines
1. Competitors must state their topic, prior to commencing the speech.  A five (5)-point penalty is deducted by the timekeeper for failure to comply.  Any salutation to judges, audience member, etc., should precede the announcement of the topic.
2. No special props, costumes, clothing, or prompts are permitted.  Competitors who do not comply are disqualified.  
3. Three (3-4) minutes are allowed for each speech.  A speech may not be less than two and a half minutes (150 seconds) or more than four minutes (240 seconds) in length with a maximum of 1000 words.  Participants who fail to meet the time parameters will be penalized one (1) point for each two second time block (or fraction thereof) under or over the allocated time. Participants who exceed the word limit will also be penalized one (1) point for each word over the allotted maximum.  Timing of the speech begins immediately after the speaker gives the topic.  Timing stops when the speaker finishes.  The official timekeeper will make all determinations regarding the actual length of the speeches.  The timekeeper’s decisions are final.




Rules –page 2

Scoring
1. Personal factors – maximum 20 points. Appearance, personality, poise, and body language will be considered.

2. Organization of Material – maximum 30 points. Subject/theme, adherence to subject/theme; logic, and value will be considered.

Presentation and Delivery – maximum 30 points. Voice quality, enunciation, pronunciation, gestures, and emphasis will be considered.
Overall Effectiveness – maximum 20 points. Appeal, effect, polish, and showmanship will be considered.


Awards 
1.     Certificate of Participation to all contestants

2.* 1st Place Winner
will receive a Certificate of $1000.00 cash deposited into Secured Savings Account at Synovous Bank

3. * 2nd Place Winner
will receive a Certificate $500.00 cash deposited into a Secured Savings Account at Synovous Bank

*Each Participants will receive a Certificate of $100.00 deposited into a Secured Savings Account at Synovous Bank.

**  The elementary students will not compete against the Middle and High School classes.  


* Terms and Conditions of ALL Certificates of Cash Deposits are restricted and must adhere to The 2021 Black History Oratorical Competition.  
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